AMERICAN INDIAN MISSION TO ISRAEL, JUNE 2010—BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

Registration for the American Indian mission to Israel is continuing at the website 

http://www.arzaworld.com/STW/STWProduct.aspx?SessID=B1CFDA58-A25B-4B4D-89CD-2D7252B3D2C1&Theme=ARZA&productcode=304&Theme=ARZA&QC=USD&custom=prod&customcode=304
Don’t forget that participants can register for the land only tour up until about 4 months

prior to departure—FEBRUARY 1, 2010.  

The final payments are due 60 days prior to departure—APRIL 1, 2010

You can

1. Register with ARZA World’s customer service center, Monday - Friday 9:00am - 5:30pm EST. Call 888.811.2812
2. Register online, simply find your program and click "RESERVE NOW"
3. Or register through your travel agent

The Mission is going to present many opportunities for the participants.  In this e-mail, I would like to discuss BUSINESS.
BACKGROUND
Although heated Middle Eastern politics makes headlines, America-Israel business is quantitatively the largest part of America-Israel relations. The United States and Israel will do approximately $20 billion in trade in 2005, dwarfing the roughly $2.5 billion of US governmental aid to Israel this year.

Since 2000, Israel has been the largest American trading partner in the Middle East, larger than American trade with Saudi Arabia, including US oil imports. Today, there are more Israeli companies listed on American securities exchanges than any country after the US and Canada. America-Israel relations are based on common values; democracy, free markets and the rule of law. Business is the manifestation of the strong values shared by Americans and Israelis.

Israel has a diversified, technologically advanced economy with substantial but decreasing government ownership and a strong high-tech sector. The major industrial sectors include high-technology electronic and biomedical equipment, metal products, processed foods, chemicals, and transport equipment. Israel possesses a substantial service sector and is one of the world's centers for diamond cutting and polishing. It also is a world leader in software development.   Israel’s tech market is very developed, and in spite of the pause in the industry’s growth, the high-tech sector is likely to be the major driver of the Israeli economy. Almost half of Israel’s exports are high tech. Most leading players, including Intel, IBM, and Cisco have a presence in Israel.

The general consensus among economists is that Israel’s economy is very strong and that its growth potential is in the 4% to 5% range. In 1998, Tel Aviv was named by Newsweek as one of the ten most technologically influential cities in the world. American billionaires and business tycoons including Bill Gates, Warren Buffett, and Donald Trump have each praised Israel’s economic environment, and the country was the destination for Berkshire Hathaway's first investment outside of the USA when it purchased ISCAR Metalworking, and the first R&D Centers outside the USA for companies including Intel and Microsoft. The country has now become known as Silicon Wadi (an Arabic term for a gully or arroyo—a play on Silicon Valley).

THE MISSION

Participants in the Mission will experience first-hand Israeli technological innovations which could be applicable to many reservations, including a stop at Kibbutz Maagan Michael for a visit to the experimental Desalinization Complex.  A kibbutz is a unique Israeli institution in which land and resources are owned communally by a defined group.  Most kibbutzim began as agricultural enterprises; many have now expanded into tourism and light industry as well.  In fact, participants will stay at the kibbutz-run guest house of Zichron Yaakov.

Participants will also meet with Batya Choko, a veteran immigrant from Ethiopia who now heads up an urban farm project in the city where immigrants from Ethiopia utilize traditional agricultural techniques to grow native Ethiopian crops in Israel.  She is looking forward to sharing her experience with Native American communities which are also restoring traditional farming techniques, crops and practices.

Members of the Mission will stop at one of the settlements on the way to look at the innovative agricultural advances made in horticulture and the growing of crops.  Israel is a major supplier of flowers, fruits and vegetables to world markets, especially in Europe.

If there is enough interest in advance, a meeting can be arranged with the Israel-America Chamber of Commerce and Industry (http://www.amcham.co.il/).  Established in 1965, the Israel-America Chamber of Commerce and Industry is a voluntary organization of companies and individuals dedicated to the promotion and enhancement of two-way trade and investment between Israel and the United States of America.  The Chamber also has chapters throughout the United States, which will provide additional networking opportunities for Mission participants after they return home.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or would like more information.

I hope to see you in Israel in June 2010—ever onward!
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